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l government allocated $43.4 million in 
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• For every dollar appropriated by the state and county 
government in fiscal 2000, student earnings will increase by 
an average of $0.61 per year, every year through the rest of 
their working lives. Likewise, for every state dollar 
appropriated, Greater Corpus Christi Economic Region will 
see social savings of $0.18 per year, every year (i.e., reduced 
incarceration and health care expenditures, reduced 
expenditures on unemployment and welfare, and reduced 
absenteeism). 
   
DMC generates a return on government 
investment 
 
• State and local government support for DMC in fiscal 
2000 will be fully recovered in 9.8 years, in the form of 
higher tax receipts (from increased student wages) and 
avoided costs (e.g., from reduced public expenditures on 
incarceration). 
 
• Accounting for increased tax receipts and avoided costs; 
state and local government will see a rate of return of 12.7% 
on their fiscal 2000 support for DMC. 
 
DMC increases individuals’ earning potential 
 
• 23,166 credit and non-credit students attended the 
College in fiscal 2000, 62% were employed full- or part-time 
while attending. 
 
• 92% of the students stay in the region and contribute to 
the local economy after they leave the college. 
 
• Studies demonstrate that education increases lifetime 
earnings.  The average annual earnings of students with a 
1-year certificate is $23,454, or 80.9% more than someone 
without a high school degree or GED, and 16.0% more than 
a student with just a high school diploma.  The average 
earnings of someone with an Associate Degree is $27,583, 
or 112.7% more than someone without a high school degree 
or GED, and 36.5% more than a student with just a high 
school diploma or GED. 
 
• After leaving the college, the average DMC student will 
spend 37.8 years in the workforce.  The student who leaves 
with a two-year college degree will earn $278,882 more 
than someone with just a high school degree or GED. 
 
• Over their next 37.8 years in the workforce, the average 
DMC student’s lifetime earnings will increase $26 for every 
education dollar invested (in the form of tuition, fees, 
books, and forgone earnings from employment).   
 
• Students enjoy an attractive 31.7% rate of return on their 
DMC educational investment, and recover all costs 
(including wages foregone while attending DMC) in 4.9 
years.  
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