
 
 

Passive Voice 
 

What is Passive Voice? 
Passive voice indicates that the subject receives the action of the verb. In passive voice, the subject of 
the sentence does nothing. Passive voice does not refer to past tense, but to voice. 
 
How Passive Voice is Created: 
Passive voice is created by using the helping verb be followed by the main verb's past participle. 

  
 

Note: Be, being, and been require additional helping verbs to form passive voice: 
 

 
Passive Voice vs. Active Voice:  
Passive voice is wordier and more indirect than active voice. In active voice, the subject does something. 

  
Passive Voice is Useful When: 

 you do not know who performs the actions, and  

 if the object of the action is more important than the actor  
 
Passive Voice is Acceptable:  

  
 

Remember: In passive voice, the subject is acted upon; it receives the action. 




