
 
 

Signal Verbs 
 

What Are Signal Verbs? 
Signal verbs are verbs that show your understanding of an author's purpose and alert the 
reader to the context in which the source’s statement should be viewed. Signal verbs help 
your reader understand the author's intentions and the degree to which the author supports 
his statements. 
 
Common Signal Verbs: 
You can use the following signal verbs to signal readers how you have evaluated your 
source:  

 
 
 
Remember:  Signal verbs signal the reader that you understand the author’s purpose and  

alert the reader to the context in which the source’s statement should be 
viewed. 




